
   

 

Juniper Education Ltd. Company Number: 11992947. Registered in England and Wales. Registered Office: Boundary House, 4 County Place, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0RE 

 

t. 0345 200 8600          e. enquiries@junipereducation.org          w. junipereducation.org 

Enabling teachers to teach 

 

Educational Visits FAQs 

Updated: 15th July 2020 

The FAQs below are accurate as the time of writing.  

Consider reading National Guidance 4.4k Coronavirus before reading the FAQs below.  

1. Can I run trips in my local area which involve a walk such 
as to a local park, forest or green area? 

Yes. The DfE define these as ‘routine visits’ and ‘They can be considered as lessons in 
a different classroom.’ As long as these do not include transport, you can continue to 
run these trips. Ensure you have a Local Learning Area Policy and Standard Operating 
Procedures in place. Your bubbles must be maintained at all times. This is a good 
opportunity to review your risk assessments and procedures to ensure they are up to 
date.  

2. Can I book and run future educational visits? 

 Restrictions on visits could continue for a significant time and so it would be unwise to 
make any definite plans until it is known when the restrictions will be relaxed.  

 The Department for Education is currently advising against domestic trips, both 
residential and non-residential, for children under 18 organised by educational settings. 
This guidance is under review, however many insurance companies are stating “ it is the 
case that we will not be able to consider claims relating to trips which involve a 
departure date on or after 1st September” 

 It is therefore my view that you should not consider booking any school trips at this 
time until the DfE Guidance has been revised as this may invalidate the school 
insurance, place financial pressure on the school or parents in the event of cancelation 
and cause unnecessary distress to students.  

Please keep an eye on the following: National Guidance - 4.4k Coronavirus 
DfE Guidance - Coronavirus: travel guidance for educational settings  
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3. The FCO says British Citizens can travel abroad. Are we 
now allowed to resume international school trips? 

No. As a school you must follow all government guidance and default to the less 
favourable option if there is contradiction. In this case, the DfE Guidance is less 
favourable and does not permit international travel at this time.  

4. We have a residential trip booked for the Autumn term and 
parents are asking if these are going ahead. Can you advise? 

Currently the DfE are advising against residential trips for the autumn term ‘In the 
autumn term, schools can resume non-overnight domestic educational visits.’ 

5. Should we pay final payments for trips in the Autumn term 
even though the DfE advise against residential and overseas 
travel? 

In short, yes. The school has a contract with the provider and failure to stick to the 
terms of this may result in the trip being cancelled and the school losing payments 
made to date. Many providers are extending payment terms to closer to the date of 
travel.   

6. A parent no longer wants their child to travel on the 
residential and wants their money back. Are they entitled? 

A parent and school have entered into a consumer contract when booking the trips. 
Typically a school will have to agree to take a non-refundable deposit for this booking 
and, as such, the remainder of the balance is likely to be refundable unless express 
terms have been agreed at the point of booking with the parent. 

7. I want to run some outdoor activities with my students, do 
you have any resources? 

There are many resources available to assist with running outdoor learning activities. 
These can be found below: 

OEAP National Guidance 

Resources List (produced by SOLD and East Sussex Outdoors) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://oeapng.info/5165-adapting-to-covid-19-through-learning-outside-the-classroom/
http://www.national-library.info/download.asp?fileid=1659


8. Can an outside provider come into school to run Outdoor 
Activities for our bubbles? 

Yes. They must adhere to the school’s COVID procedures, have their own robust 
COVID procedures in place and your groups must remain in their bubbles. The DfE 
state ‘Schools should consider how to manage other visitors to the site, such as 
contractors, and ensure site guidance on physical distancing and hygiene is explained 
to visitors on or before arrival.’ 

9. Can sports fixtures take place in the autumn term? 

The Association for Physical Education have a dedicated advice page for PESSPA in 
schools and the coronavirus. Take a look here.  

10. Can we have a sleep over on the school grounds? 

 Currently this would be classed as an overnight residential and the government 
guidance does not permit this.  

11. Do you have an example risk assessment to help assist 
with producing our own? 

The London and the South East Advisers Group have produced a useful starting point. 
This can be downloaded here 
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