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EDUCATION RESOURCES SERVICE CLASS SETS 

• All our class sets consist of 30 copies of the same title. 

• Requests for loans should be placed using the standard loan request form available on the website. 

• Sets are available as part of the loan allocation for Premier and Premier Plus subscribers. 

• Other subscribers pay £58 per term. 

• PAYG customers pay £82 per term. 

• Please ensure the loan is returned promptly so that it is available for the next school request. 

• All loans are subject to availability. 

Key stage one 

Title Keywords Cover Author Fiction Category 

All Join In  

A book of short lively, noisy rhymes.  

 

 

Poetry 

Sharing Stories 

 

Quentin Blake  

 

P 

Balloon  

Mummy buys Billy a balloon in the park. Billy has great fun throwing it, 

pulling it and waving it, until suddenly he loses his grip!  The chase 

begins…  

 

 

Sharing Stories 

 

 

 Jez Alborough P 
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Boy 

Boy wants a warm and cosy place to sleep, but doesn't want to share it 

with anyone else. He explores, looking for the perfect place that is all his 

own. IN a world full of prehistoric animals and dinosaurs, how will Boy 

find the one place that's perfect for him? 

 

Sharing story  James Mayhew P 

Chanting Rhymes  

A collection of poems for young children.  Offer the sound of words and 

the pattern of rhythm, meeting bears, monkeys, pandas and a whole zoo 

in the process. 

 

 

Poetry 

Animals 

 Compiled by 

John Foster 

821 

Cinderella  

An Orchard Colour Crunchies retelling for new readers.  

 

 

Fairy-tales  Retold by 

Margaret Mayo 

F 
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Class Three All at Sea  

On the day class three went to sea, they saw donkeys dancing on the 

quay. 

They saw some sea lions skimming stones, but they didn’t see the skull 

and crossbones! 

Watch the pesky pirates plotting to take over class three’s school trip to 

the sea.  But don’t worry… rescue is at hand! 

Pirates 

Schools 

Sharing Stories 

 Julia Jarman P 

Don’t Hit Your Sister and other family poems  

A colourful collection of poems, riddled, songs and chants, both 

traditional and modern. 

Rhymes 

Families 

 Selected by 

Myra Barrs and  

Sue Ellis  

 

 

821.08 

Each Peach Pear Plum  

Encourages the reader to find the fairy-tale characters hidden in the 

illustrations. 

In this book 

With your little eye 

Take a look 

And play ‘I spy’. 

 

Sharing Stories 

Nursery Rhymes 

Fairy-tales 

Classics 

 Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg 

P 
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Fantastic Daisy Artichoke  

Two children describe the special qualities of their friend Daisy 

Artichoke. 

 

 

Poetry 

Funny Stories 

Sharing Stories 

 Quentin Blake P 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Book based on the fairy tale 

 

Fairy-tales 

 

Susanna 

Davidson 

F 

Hansel and Gretel  

An Orchard Colour Crunchies retelling for new readers.  

 

 

Fairy-tales 

Witches 

 Retold by 

Margaret Mayo  

F 

Jack and the Beanstalk  

Colourful simple retelling in the Stories for Sharing series. 

 

Fairy-tales  Val Biro F 
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Lost and Found 

A magical tale of friendship and loneliness, a boy and a penguin. 

 

Sharing stories 

 

Oliver Jeffers P 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing 

Mr Gumpy decides to go on a lovely trip along the river in his boat, but 

the children, the rabbit, the cat, the pig and friends decide to go with 

him. It is a fun time, but the boat starts to rock. 

Sharing stories 

 

John 

Burningham 

 

P 

Poems Around the World 1  

A collection of modern and traditional poems from around the world. 

 

 

 

Poetry 

 

 

 

 

 Collected by 

Brian Moses & 

David Orme  

821.08 

 

Superworm 

The garden creatures team up to rescue Superworm when he is 

kidnapped by a lizard. 

Superworm is super-long.  Superworm is super-strong.  Watch him 

wriggle!  See him squirm! There’s no other worm like Superworm!  

Minibeasts 

Superheroes 

Sharing Stories 

 Julia Donaldosn P 
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The Bear Under the Stairs  

A story of a small boy who is afraid of an imaginary bear which he’s 

convinced is living in a cupboard under the stairs. 

 

 

Bears 

Sharing Stories 

 

 

 Helen Cooper  

P 

The Big, Wide-Mouthed Toad Frog and other stories 

This is a collection of children's stories from around the world. 

 

Other cultures 

 

Mary Medlicott F 

The Day the Crayons Quit 

Duncan just wants to colour in, but when he opens his box of crayons, 

he only finds letters, all saying they want to quit.  

 

 

Sharing stories  Drew Dawalt O 

The House that Jack Built  

A familiar nursery rhyme in a Caribbean setting.  

 

 

Caribbean 

Nursery rhymes 

 

  

Jenny Stow 

P 
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The Pirates Next Door 

The Jolley-Rogers family are moving to Dull-on-Sea. When trying to 
fix their ship, the pirate family get the whole town gossiping. 
Ignoring the grown-ups, Matilda (from next door) becomes friends 
with the youngest pirate son. 

Sharing story  Jonny Duddle P 

Thud  

One day the peace is shattered when a mouse hears the deafening thud 

of a monster.  He tries to enlist the support of all the animals…  

 

 

Monsters 

 

 

 

 Nick Butterworth P 

The Ugly Duckling  

Flap book based on the Andersen fairy tale.  

 

Fairy-tales 

 

 

 

 

 Retold by 

Jonathan Allen 

F 

We’re Going on a Lion Hunt  

A multi-cultural retelling of a traditional tale.  

 

 

 

Africa 

Animals 

Sharing Stories 

 

 

 David Axtell P 
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Whatever Next  

A bear imagines a trip to the moon, using household objects. 

The moon and back before bathtime? Whatever next! Join Baby Bear as 

he finds a rocket, makes friends with an owl and has a picnic on the 

moon.  

 

Space 

Sharing Stories 

 

 

 

 Jill Murphy P 

Where the Wild Things Are  

One night, Max puts on his wolf suit and makes mischief of one kind and 

another, so his mother calls him ‘Wild Thing’ and sends him to bed 

without his supper. 

That night a forest begins to grow in Max’s room and an ocean runs by 

with a boat to take Max away to a place where the wild things are.  

 

Monsters 

Sharing Stories 

 Maurice Sendak  

 

P 

 

Lower Key Stage Two 

Title Keywords Cover Author Fiction Category 

Anna Hibiscus 

Anna Hibiscus lives in Africa with her mother, father, baby twin brothers 

and many of her family. Join her as she plays in the sea, prepares for a 

party, sells oranges and hopes to see snow. 

Beginning readers  Lauren 

Atinuke 

S 
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Boy in the Dress 

Dennis is an ordinary boy, but feels different.  He creates a new 

character and puts it to the test. Is a boy allowed to wear a dress? 

 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

Humour 

 David 

Walliams 

S 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  

No one has ever met Mr Wonka or seen inside his inventive chocolate 

factory.  When Charlie finds a golden ticket, he wins the chance to do 

just that. 

Food 

Chocolate 

Funny Stories 

 

 Roald Dahl S 

Charlotte’s Web 

The classic story of how a Charlotte, a spider, save a pig called Wilbur 

from his usual fate. 

 

 

 

Classics 

Farms 

Animals 

 E B White S 

 

Chinye  

Poor Chinye.  Back and forth through the forest she goes, fetching and 

carrying for her cruel stepmother. But strange powers are watching over 

her. 

 

 

Africa 

Other Cultures 

 

 

 Retold by Obi 

Onyefulu  

F 
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Classic Poems 2  

A varied collection of classic and traditional poems from the 17th to 

20th century.  

 

 

Poetry  Collected by 

Brian Moses 

and David 

Orme 

821.08 

Dirty Bertie: Jackpot!  

The boy with disgusting habits believes he has won the lottery along with 

2 other stories to delight fans.  

 

 

Funny Stories 

Short Stories 

 Alan 

MacDonald 

S 

Fantastic Mr Fox 

Every evening the cunning Mr Fox creeps down into the valley and helps 

himself to food from the farm.  The three farmers cannot catch him, so 

they hatch a plan to shoot Mr Fox dead. 

Animals 

Farms 

Funny Stories 

 

 Roald Dahl S 

I Don’t Believe It, Archie!  

Odd things happen to Archie all week leading to a funny and surprising 

escapade. 

 

 

 

Schools 

Funny stories 

 

 

 Andrew 

Norriss 

S 
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Into the Lion’s Den  

Set in Ancient Rome.  After the Christian and the Gladiator fights in the 

Coliseum, Christian Agnes is lined up for an execution at Noon.  She is 

ten and a teensy bit unhappy. 

Ancient Rome 

Gladiators 

 

 

 Terry Deary S 

Ironstone Valley  

Historical fiction about Ned, an 11-year-old boy who works in a 19th 

century mine.   The work is hard and dangerous, and like all miners, Ned 

knows that a rockfall could spell disaster for them all. 

 

Victorians 

Children at Work 

 Theresa 

Tomlinson 

S 

James and the Giant Peach  

Magical adventure about James, lonely and unhappy until a giant peach 

appears in his back garden.  

 

 

 

Adventures 

Minibeasts 

Journeys 

 

 Road Dahl S 

Knights and Bikes 

Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in the whole world, 

Nessa, as they explore the island and uncover the mysteries of the 

Penfurzy Knights. 

 

Islands 

Castles 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

 Gabrielle Kent  
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Long Lost  

George Bassett’s family are delighted to inherit a large fortune.  

However, for centuries, the eldest sons of the Bassett family have been 

followed by a sinister curse, and George is an eldest son…. 

 

Ghosts 

Families 

 

 Jan Mark S 

Moon Juice 

A first book of poems full of interesting characters and unusual 

situations.   

 

 

Poetry  Kate Wakeling 821 

My Brother Bernadette  

When Sara and her little brother Bernard go on a summer project, he 

doesn’t want to take part in the normal boy’s activities, he wants to do 

clothes design. 

 

Holidays 

Families 

 

 

 Jacqueline 

Wilson 

S 

My Funny Family Down Under 

The Butterfields are on the other side of the world visiting Uncle Bruce 

and Auntie Sheila.  Australian life is unlike anything they have ever 

known before. 

 

 

Australia 

Family 

Other Cultures 

 Chris Higgins S 
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My Funny Family on Holiday 

The Butterfield family is going away to Cornwall. Mattie is 
worried. What if she loses the luggage she's been put in 
charge of? What if someone falls over a cliff? And most 
importantly...what if they've forgotten someone? 

 

Adventure  Chris Higgins S 

One Dog and His Boy  

All Hal ever wanted was a dog.  His wealthy parents refuse to consider 

one until they discover Easy Pets, a dog-rental agency.  When Hal finds 

out that terrier Fleck must be returned, he runs away. 

 

 

Animals 

Family 

 Eva Ibbotson S 

Poems Around the World 2  

A collection of modern and traditional poems from around the world 

 

 

Poetry  Collected by 

Brian Moses 

and David 

Orme 

821.08 

Pugs of the Frozen North 

The race to the top of the world! It comes once in a lifetime.  The prize? 

Your heart’s desire.  Competition is fierce but Shen and Sika have 

something the other contestants don’t have.  A sledge pulled by 66 

pugs. 

Animals 

Arctic 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

 Philip Reeve 

and Sarah 

McIntyre 

 

S 
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Sam Wu is NOT Afraid of Spiders 

Sam faces his fear of spiders when he finds Tulip, the school tarantula, 

who has escaped from her cage. 

Funny Stories 

Spiders 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie and 

Kevin Tsang 

S 

Scribbleboy 

Bailey arrives in a new concrete neighbourhood with his family, but he 

lacks friends. He dreams about strange multi-coloured shapes 

brightening up empty buildings and Scribbleboy who is thought to have 

created them. 

 

 

Reading for 

pleasure 

 Philip Ridley S 

Spider McDrew  

Spider is slow and a dreamer.  The sort of child who is always one step 

behind the rest of the class.  But that doesn’t mean he’s stupid - far 

from it. 

Three humorous stories about this likeable character and his 

adventures in school. 

 

 

 

Schools 

Funny Stories 

 Alan Durant S 
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Starring Grace  

Amazing Grace joins her friends in a series of dramatic holiday 

adventures, using her imagination to become just about anything she 

wants. 

 

Adventures 

Diversity 

Theatre 

 Mary Hoffman S 

The Big-Wide-Mouthed Toad-Frog and other stories  

Seven traditional tales from around the world, simply told with 

decorative illustrations. 

Classics 

Other Cultures 

 Compiled by 

Mary Medlicott 

F 

The Chocolate Factory Ghost 

Archie McBudge knows his lucky underpants must work because 
when he and his mum are summoned to Honeystone Hall, they 
find Archie has inherited the whole of the world-famous McBudge 
Confectionery Company from Great-Uncle Archibald. 

 

Adventure  David 

O’Connell 

S 

The Day of Ahmed’s Secret 

For Ahmed, the bustling streets of Cairo are an exciting place to be.  But 

today Ahmed has a secret that is even more exciting that he cannot wait 

to share – he has learnt to write his own name. 

Egypt 

Sharing Stories 

 Florence Parry 

Heide 

O 

The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me 

The story follows a Billy who meets a giraffe, a pelican, and a 
monkey, who work as window cleaners.  

 

Animals 

Reading for 

pleasure 

 Roald Dahl S 
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

A classic.  Four adventurous siblings step through a wardrobe door and 

into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by 

the power of the White Witch. 

 

 

Winter 

Classics 

Fantasy 

 C S Lewis S 

 

The Marble Crusher  

Albert is new at school and believes everything the bully Sid tells him 

about the headmaster, Mr Manners, and his terrifying marble-crushing 

machine. 

 

Schools 

Animals 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S 

The Reluctant Rajput  

When Bhupinder’s teacher tells him about the mighty Rajput, he is no 

longer bored.  He wants to be Rajput! That night he falls asleep and 

wakes up in the middle of a battle! 

 

 

Other Cultures 

India 

War 

 Richard 

Moverley 

S 

The Sun is Laughing: a collection of poems  

A collection of limericks, nonsense verses and thoughtful poems about 

the natural world 

 

 

Animals 

Poetry 

 Chosen by Sue 

Ellis 

821.08 
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The Very Best of Aesop’s Fables  

An entertaining selection of stories that are amongst the oldest and 

best-loved in the world 

 

 

Classics 

Animals 

 Retold by 

Margaret Clark 

F 

The Wrong Side of the Galaxy  

Abducted by aliens, Harry wakes up on his birthday marooned on a 

spaceship.  His only companions: two freaky princess clones, a weird 

alien-fish-kangaroo hybrid with delusions of grandeur and a ship’s 

computer with a serious attitude problem. 

 

Funny Stories 

Space 

Reading for 

Pleasure 

 Jamie 

Thomson 

S 

There’s a Viking in my Bed and other stories 

After falling overboard from his longboat, Sigurd the Viking finds himself 

in modern-day Flotby – a small English seaside town. 

 

Vikings 

Funny Stories 

 Jeremy Strong S 

Tom and the Tree House  

Tom is adopted.  But he has always known about it and always 

considered himself special.  But with the arrival of a new baby on the 

scene, Tom isn’t so sure he’s all that special anymore. 

 

 

Families 

 

Adoption 

 Joan Lingard S 
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Toto: The Ninja Cat and the Great Snake Escape 

Toto the cat and her brother Silver live in a townhouse in 
London. Toto is almost totally blind and learned to trust her 
senses from a ninja cat-master who taught her back in Italy where 
they were born. 

Reading for 

pleasure 

 

 

Dermot O’ 

Leary 

S 

Varjak Paw  

Varjak Paw lives high up in an old house on a hill.  He’s never left home 

but then his Grandfather tells him of the way – a secret martial art for 

cats. 

 

 

 

Cats 

Mysteries 

 

 

 

 S F Said S 

Upper Key Stage Two 

Title Keywords Cover Author Fiction Category 

A Slice of Moon  

After the catastrophic famine in Ireland, Slim Hannigan and her family 

are left with no choice but to leave their home and travel 6,000 miles 

to start a new life in America. 

 

 

America 

Journeys 

 

 

 Sandi Toksvig  S+ 
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Alice in Wonderland (abridged)  

A colourful illustrated and abridged edition of this classic story.  

When Alice follows a white rabbit down a hole she discovers the 

extraordinary world of Wonderland, where a magical adventure begins. 

Classics 

Fantasy 

 

 

 

 Emma 

Chichester 

Clark. Original 

story by Lewis 

Carroll 

S 

Alone in the Wide, Wide Sea 

When six-year-old orphan Arthur Hobhouse is shipped to Australia after 

WWII he loses his sister, his country and everything he knows.  As he 

grows old, his daughter sets sail for England in search of his long-lost 

sister. 

 

Australia 

Journeys 

Families 

 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 

 

Aquila  

Aquila is a spaceship that has been found by boys bunking off a 

geography field trip.  They have no idea where it came from or what it 

does. 

 

Space 

Science Fiction 

 Andrew Norriss S 

Beowulf 

In fifth century, Denmark, a murderous monster stalks the night, and 

only the great prince of the Geats has the strength and courage to 

defeat him. 

 

Legends 

Norse Mythology 

 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 
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Boy Underwater  

Cymbeline Igloo has NEVER been swimming, not ever. With the help of 

his friends, Cymbeline must solve the mystery of why his mum never 

took him near the water – and it will turn his whole life upside down 

 

Families 

Reading for Pleasure 

 

 

 Adam Baron S+ 

Candle in the Dark  

Germany in 1938 is a dangerous place for Jews.  Clara and her little 

brother Maxi, are leaving behind everything they know and going to live 

in England with a family they have never met 

 

 

World War II 

Europe 

Kindertransport 

 Adele Geras S+ 

Cool!  

Football fan Robbie is hit by a car when trying to stop his dog chasing a 

cat.  He lies unconscious in hospital unable to eat, move or speak, but 

his family and friends are unaware that he can hear.  How will they 

wake him up? 

 

Families 

Football 

Animals 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S 

Cosmic  

Long-legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing with a 

group of adults for the chance to go into space.  Sometimes being big 

is not all about being grown-up. 

 

Space 

Funny Stories 

Reading for Pleasure 

 Frank Cottrell 

Boyce 

S+ 
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Darwin’s Dragons 

Syms Covington has achieved the job of a lifetime - cabin boy and 
fiddler on Charles Darwin's Beagle. When he is separated from the 
crew during a storm, his life takes an extraordinary turn. 

 

Reading for pleasure  Lindsay Galvin S+ 

Embassy of the Dead  

When Jake opens a box containing a severed finger, he accidentally 

summons a grim reaper to dragging him to the eternal void.  Now he’s 

running for his life. 

 

 

Mysteries 

Death 

Reading for Pleasure 

 Will Mabbitt S+ 

Floodland  

A girl survives on an island after a catastrophic flood separates her 

from her family. Could be read as part of a topic on the environment or 

floods.  

 

Floods 

Survival 

 Marcus 

Sedgwick 

S+ 

Friend or Foe 

Evacuated from London, David and Tucky feel like the war is a long 

way away from their new life in the countryside.  When a German 

bomber crashes, the boys feel they should hate the airman inside.  But 

one of them saves David’s life. 

 

World War II 

Evacuees 

 

 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 
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From Mouth to Mouth: Oral Poems from Around the World  

An anthology of poems passed from mouth to mouth over generations 

across the world.  Includes schoolyard chants, sea shanties, work-

songs, riddles, spells and curses and more. 

 

Poetry 

Other Cultures 

 

 

 Selected by 

John Agard 

821.08 

Frozen in Time  

Two children find an underground vault containing two frozen figures, a 

boy and girl who took part in an experiment in 1956 when they were 

put into Cryonic Suspense 

 

1950s 

Science Fiction 

 

 Ali Sparkes S+ 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

During WW2 a child evacuee is sent to live with old Tom Oakley in the 

countryside, and flourishes away from the abuse in his past. 

 

 

World War II 

Evacuees 

 Michelle 

Magorian 

 

Gulliver’s Travels (Ladybird, abridged)  

Accessible version of the classic.  Gulliver sets sail from Bristol and 

comes across the land of Lilliput where the people are on 6 inches tall. 

 

 

Classics  Jonathan Swift, 

retold by Marie 

Stuart 

S 
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Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

Harry Potter has never heard of Hogwarts, but on his eleventh Birthday 

a great giant of a man called Hagrid appears with surprising news.  

Harry is a wizard and is whisked off to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 

and Wizardry. 

Magic 

Schools 

Reading for Pleasure 

 J K Rowling  S+ 

 

Holes 

Stanley is in the juvenile detention centre.  He is forced to dig holes. 

What are they really for? 

Adventure 

Reading for pleasure 

 

Louis Sachar S+ 

Hostage (HiLo version)  

Blindfolded.  Alone. Afraid.  No idea where she is or what will happen 

next.  The only thing Angela know is that she has been kidnapped. 

 

 

Mysteries 

HiLo 

 Malorie 

Blackman 

S 

Kaspar: Prince of Cats 

A novel about Kaspar, the Savoy cat. The cat first came to the Savoy 

Hotel in a basket - Johnny Trott knows, because he was the one who 

carried him in.  

 

 

Adventure  Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 
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Kensuke’s Kingdom  

A boy is marooned on an island in the Pacific.  With no food and no 

water, he curls up to die.  When he awakes there is a plate beside him 

of fish, of fruit and a bowl of fresh water.  He is not alone. 

 

Islands 

 

Survival 

 

 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 

Kid Normal  

Murph Cooper has a problem.  His school is top secret, and super 

weird.  His classmates can all fly or control the weather, but he has no 

extraordinary skills.  But with super villains lurking nearby its time for 

Kid Normal to become a hero. 

 

Superheroes 

Schools 

Reading for Pleasure 

 Greg James S+ 

Letters from the Lighthouse  

Twelve-year-old Olive and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the 

Devon coast.  She finds a coded message addressed to her sister in 

London which uncovers something dark and impossibly dangerous. 

 

World War II 

Evacuees 

 Emma Carroll S+ 

Phoenix  

Lucky thinks he is an ordinary human boy.  But one night he dreams 

that the stars are singing to him and wakes to find an uncontrollable 

power rising inside him. 

 

 

Space 

Superheroes 

Science Fiction 

 SF Said  

 

S+ 
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Pig-Heart Boy  

Cameron is thirteen and in desperate need of a heart transplant when 

a pioneering doctor approaches his family with a startling proposal.  He 

can give Cameron a new heart – from a pig 

 

Friends 

Human Body 

 Malorie 

Blackman 

S+ 

Poems Around the World 3  

Modern and traditional tales from around the world.  

 

 

Poetry  Collected by 

Brian Moses 

and David Orme 

821.08 

Radio Boy  

When eleven-year-old Spike is fired from his show on hospital radio, he 

sets up a pirate radio station broadcast from his own shed and 

disguises his own voice.  But will he be able to remain anonymous. 

 

Reading for Pleasure 

Funny Stories 

 

 

 Christian 

O’Connell 

S+ 

Raven Boy  

1666.  The Great Plague rages and the London is a dangerous place.  

Young Nick blames King Charles II and vows to get his revenge.  

Bluffing his way into the Tower of London, a remarkable friendship 

grows between boy and raven. 

 

 

London 

Tudors 

The Plague 

 Pippa Goodhart S+ 
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Starship Rescue (HiLo version)  

Who can save the outsiders from a life of slavery? It is up to Marc and 

Sasha to get a message for help to Planet Earth.  But as Marc finds 

out, not even friends can be trusted and his task is full of danger. 

 

Space 

Science Fiction 

HiLo 

 Theresa Breslin S 

Stories from West Africa  

5 traditional tales with background information about the African 

culture the tales originated from.  

  

 

Africa 

Other Cultures 

 Chosen by 

Robert Hull 

F 

Stories of Beowulf Told to the Children 

A retelling of the famous Anglo-Saxon saga of Beowulf, hero of the 

Saxons, coming to Daneland and defeating the monster Grendel and 

the water witch. 

Historical 

Anglo-Saxons 

 

H.E. Marshall S+ 

Stormbreaker 

First in the Alex Rider series.  When his guardian dies, fourteen-year-

old Alex is forcibly recruited into the MI6 to complete his dead 

guardian’s mission.  But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal 

danger. 

Spies 

Adventure 

Reading for Pleasure 

  

 

Anthony 

Horowitz 

 

 

S+ 
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Swallows and Amazons  

Classic story of the Walker children setting sail on the Swallow for Wild 

Cat Island. But their days are disturbed by the Blackett sisters, the 

fierce Amazon pirates leading to a summer of unforgettable 

discoveries and incredible adventure. 

 

Pirates 

Adventures 

Classics 

 Arthur Ransome S+ 

The Bomber Dog  

This is the story of Grey, a brave puppy who joins the paratroopers 

during WW2.  When a parachute jump goes tragically wrong, Grey 

faces his most important mission yet: to find his best friend. 

 

 

World War II 

Animals 

 

 

 Megan Rix S 

The Boy at the Back of the Class 

This is the story of Ahmet, a refugee, who’s escaping war. 

Can his classmates help him? They devise a plan. 

Refugee 

Other cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

Onjali Q. Rauf S+ 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas  

Set during WW2, a German boy befriends a Jew in a concentration 

camp, without realising the significance of the facility.  For older 

readers. 

 

World War II 

Europe 

Holocaust 

 John Boyne S+ 
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The Butterfly Lion  

Berlie rescues an orphaned lion cub from the African bush.  They 

become inseparable until Berlie goes away to boarding school and the 

lion is sold to a circus.  Berlie swears that one day they will see each 

other again. 

Africa 

Animals 

Circus 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S 

The Demon headmaster  

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters, she thinks her biggest problem 

is fitting in with her new foster-brothers.  However, once she starts her 

new school with a creepy Headmaster, it’s clear that there’s more to 

worry about. 

Schools 

Mysteries 

 

 

 Gillian Cross S 

The Explorer  

Four children are lost in the Amazon jungle when their plane crashes, 

with no hope of rescue.  They are faced with surviving in a vast and 

wild rainforest.  But it seems that someone has been there before 

them. 

Rainforest 

Explorers 

Survival 

 Katherine 

Rundell 

S+ 

The Fastest Boy in the World  

Solomon, an eleven-year-old Ethiopian boy, hopes to realise his dream 

of becoming an athlete.  When his Grandfather collapses away from 

his village, Solomon knows it is up to him to run the twenty miles, bare-

footed, for help.  

 

Africa 

Families 

Other Cultures 

 Elizabeth Laird S+ 
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The Firework-Maker’s Daughter 

Lila's learned from her father almost all there is to know about making 

fireworks. But he's held back a secret, the most dangerous one, saying 

Lila's not ready to know. Not to be stopped, she enlists the help of her 

friend Chulak.  

Adventure  Philip Pullman S 

The Goldfish Boy 

Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom with crippling OCD.  

From his window he is the last person to see the neighbour’s toddler 

before he goes missing and so turns detective to unravel the mystery 

of the missing boy. 

Mysteries 

Families 

 

 

 

 Lisa Thompson S+ 

The Highwayman  

A classic, narrative poem that tells the story of the Highwayman and 

his doomed love for Bess, the landlord’s black-eyed daughter.  

 

Narrative poetry 

 

 Alfred Noyes 821 

The Iron Man  

Mankind must put a stop to the destruction by the Iron Man.  But when 

a terrible monster from outer space threatens to lay waste to the 

planet, it is up to the Iron Man to find a way to save the world 

Space 

Science Fiction 

Robots 

 

 

 Ted Hughes S 
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The Jamie Drake Equation  

Jamie’s dad is orbiting the Earth in the International Space Station and 

Jamie ought to think it’s cool, but he just really misses him.  But Jamie 

needs to be the hero when he picks up a strange signal on his phone 

as his dad’s mission goes wrong. 

 

Space 

Science Fiction 

Family 

 Christopher 

Edge 

S+ 

The Lady of Shalott  

A classic and romantic narrative poem about a lovely maiden, 

embowered on her silent isle, grieving with love for bold Sir Lancelot.  

 

Mythology 

Legends 

Poetry 

 Alfred, Lord 

Tennyson 

821 

The Other Side of Truth  

Two Nigerian children flee from Nigeria to England after their Mother is 

killed and their Father promises to follow.  Abandoned at Victoria train 

station they find themselves alone in a new, often hostile, 

environment. 

 

Refugees 

Africa 

United Kingdom 

 Beverley Naidoo S+ 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin (Genre range)  

Classic children’s poem of how the Pied Piper is hired by the people of 

Hamelin to rid them of the rats.  However, the townspeople refuse to 

pay him.  His revenge is to lure all the children away to an enchanted 

land. 

Classics 

Europe 

 Robert 

Browning 

821 
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The Silver Sword 

Having lost their parents in the Second World War, three children are 

left to fend for themselves and hide from the Nazis.  They meet an 

orphan boy, Jan, who carries a paper knife entrusted to him by an 

escaped POW. 

 

World War II 

Europe 

 Ian Serrallier S+ 

The Snow Spider  

Gwyn’s Grandmother leaves him five gifts: a brooch, a piece of dried 

seaweed, a tin whistle, a scarf and a broken toy horse.  She tells him 

they will help make him a magician, but can he use them to bring his 

missing sister home? 

Fantasy 

Magic 

 

 

 Jenny Nimmo S 

The Thieves of Ostia 

This is the first book in The Roman Mysteries series. Flavia 
Gemina, daughter of Captain Geminus, teams up with her friends 
Jonathan, a Jewish boy; Nubia, an African slave; and Lupus, a 
mute beggar, to discover out who is killing the dogs in her street. 

 

Mystery 

Historical 

 Caroline 

Lawrence 

S+ 

The Walker Book of Classic Poetry and Poets  

A collection of the best known and best-loved poems written in the 

English language.  With over eighty poems, biographical sketches and 

fascinating notes. 

 

Poetry  Selected by 

Michael Rosen 

821.08 
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The Wreck of the Zanzibar  

In 1907, fourteen-year-old Laura, living with her family on one of the 

stormy Isles of Scilly, records in her diary how her dream of 

participating in a shipwreck rescue is finally realised 

 

Islands 

Diaries 

Seas and Oceans 

 Michael 

Morpurgo 

S 

Thunderstruck  

Two eleven-year-olds survive being struck by lightning while huddling 

under a tree and can see things differently.  They are now able to see 

the ghosts of two children who were also struck by lightning in 1975 

along with sinister faceless entities. 

 

Mystery 

Ghosts 

1970s 

 

 Ali Sparkes S+ 

Treason 

Will Montague is a page to Prince Edward. As the King's favourite, 
Will acquires enemies in Court. His enemies convince the King that 
Will's father has committed treason and he is incarcerated in 
Newgate Prison. 

 

Adventure 

Historical 

 

 Bertie Doherty S 

Treasure Island 

A story of Jim Hawkin's childhood adventure on a quest for 

buried treasure. The story opens at Jim's father's inn. A seaman, Billy 

Bones, comes to stay, bringing with him a large sea chest. 

 

Adventure  Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

S+ 
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War Horse  

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the 

reality of battle from both sides of the trenches.  Joey tells a powerful 

story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible times 

 

World War I 

War 

Animals 

  Michael 

Morpurgo 

S+ 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit  

Semi-autobiographical story of a Jewish girl and her family set in 1933. 

Anna was nine-years old and one day her Father was unaccountably 

missing.  Anna and her brother were suddenly rushed out of Germany 

and everything she knew. 

World War II 

Europe 

 Judith Kerr S+ 

Where the River Runs Gold 

Kairos City was beautiful once, before the storm.  Now the flowerbeds 

are built over with bricks, the bees are long gone and children are sent 

to freedom fields to pollinate crops by hand.  Shifa knows her twin 

Themba won’t survive very long, but then uncovers an impossible 

secret. 

Environment 

Plants 

Nature 

 Sita 

Brachmachari 

S+ 

Why the Whales Came  

Gracie and her friend have always been warned to stay away from the 

Birdman and his side of the island.  But then, they find a message in 

the sand and discover the Birdman is not who they thought. 

 

Islands 

World War I 

Mysteries 

 Michael 

Morpurgo  

S+ 
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Who Let the Gods Out?  

Elliot and a Virgo, a young Zodiac Goddess, accidentally release 

Thanatos, a wicked Daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge.  They 

must turn to the old Olympian Gods for help. 

 

Ancient Greece 

Mythology 

Funny Stories 

 

 

 Maz Evans S+ 

Wonder  

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-

schooled by his parents his entire life.  Now for the first time, he is 

being sent to a real school.  All he wants is to be accepted. 

 

Friends 

Feelings 

Diversity 

 RJ Palacio S+ 
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